Mr. Nelson – APHG

“Writing the Killer FRQ” (YouTube) – Summary

I suggest watching this entire video (7 mins) on YouTube. Below are the key ideas:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4bKklsdoJWk
1. Read the question 3-4 times, even if it looks easy (you have time!) – particularly to note WHERE or WHEN they are asking you to describe (North America vs. North Africa – or the Early Twentieth Century vs. the Late Twentieth Century)

2. Write a brief, bulleted outline (like we did in class), then flesh out into sentences

3. Be as specific as you can (don’t just say “Europe” – name country, region, etc. The more the better!)

4. No introduction or closing paragraph

5. Write in bulleted format, but WRITE IN FULL SENTENCES

6. NO FIRST PERSON (no “I”)

7. Write for your grandmother (would it make sense to someone who knew nothing about Human Geography – so try to spell out terms like Crude Birth Rate with a description, rather than just writing CBR)

8. Unlike the multiple choice, you can go back and change/add/edit things – in fact it’s a good idea to read what you wrote and see if it makes sense, or if you need to add anything. 

